
October 21, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach was not in attendance, and there was no media in attendance.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.   A/T Hanson noted the addition 

of a Zoom Meeting with Enterprise Leasing representative Dominic Benjamin.  Commissioner Redland made a 

motion to approve the agenda with the addition.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if commissioners had read the minutes of the October 5th meeting that were submitted 

this morning.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 5th meeting as presented.     

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson brought forward the Affidavit of Lost Warrant from Jessica Sundquist stating she had never 

received warrant 510704, issued February 11, 2021, in the amount of $98.56.  Commissioner Redland made a 

motion to approve the Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost Warrant, waive the bond and reissue the check to Jessica 

Sundquist in the amount of $98.56.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:17 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, addressed the board with her COVID-19 

update stating she was being cautiously optimistic that Norman County has turned the corner and is on a 

downward trend.  Director Kjono noted that the county has 40 active cases at this time.  Director Kjono noted that 

hopefully the Moderna booster would get final approval today and Public Health would be able to begin offering 

“booster clinics” next week.  Director Kjono also noted they are looking to start doing some testing locally in the 

Public Health Office, the saliva test and the Rapid test, possibly as early as next week.   

At 9:30 a.m. Theresa Ebbenga, NW Regional Director, MN DNR, along with Nathan Kestner, Kerry Ross and Rob 

Baden representing DNR in person along with Cheryl Kelley-Dobie, Blane Klemek and Melody Webb representing 

DNR remotely following some technical difficulty with Teams Meetings addressed the board in a meet and greet 

opportunity allowing the board to ask questions and voice concerns with regard to the successes and opportunities 

provided by Minnesota’s public lands managed by DNR.  Items of discussion were the appraisal process used, 

which appraisers are independent of DNR, and have to qualify to be able to be an appraiser.  Current market value 

that is used when purchasing property was also questioned and it was noted that the Commissioner of the DNR is 

able to go to 10% above market value by statute with special circumstances.  It was noted that DNR engages in 

projects to improve wetlands, and that hydrologic impacts are considered by a number of individuals to avoid 

impact to neighboring landowners.  Also discussed were lands purchased by organizations such as Pheasants 

Forever, and then later on turned over to DNR for management, and those organizations paying what some feel is 

way above market value, thereby leaving local landowners unable to purchase the land.  DNR also explained their 

Strategic Land Asset Management Plan.  The board thanked the members of MN DNR for their attendance and 

information and concurred that they would like to have an open dialogue with DNR if they are managing land or 

looking to acquire additional lands in Norman County.   

At 10:05 a.m. Chairman Jacobson called for a short break before heading into the Highway Dept agenda.   

At 10:12 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, presented his agenda.   The first item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda 

was the request to purchase a 2022 JD motor grader.   Engineer Berndt noted that they had solicited quotes from 

the MN State Bid pricing for two (2) different model Caterpillar and two (2) different model John Deere models.  

Engineer Berndt noted that if ordered at this time, the machine would arrive sometime in 2022.  The machine they 

would be planning to trade in would be a Caterpillar with 12,000 hours on it.  Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of 

County Infrastructure, noted that they would also like to order a Handy Hitch compactor at a price of $32,791.00; a 

2022 V-890 V-Plow at a price of $11,125.00 and a Premier Circle program at a cost of $8,774.00 in addition to the 

$225,882.00 base purchase price.   After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve 

the purchase of a 2022 JD 772G AWD motor grader for $225,882.00 along with options of a compactor, V-plow and 



Premier Circle for a total purchase price of $278,572.00.  This does include the trade-in allowance of $78,500.00 

for the Caterpillar.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on the engineer’s agenda was an update on the county highway building project.  Discussion was 

held on a schedule of timelines that were prepared by Ehlers Public Finance Advisors as well as the amount of 

funding the county felt they could put down on the proposed project.  After considerable discussion it was the 

consensus of the board to continue moving toward the preliminary schedule of events beginning with the 

proposed building presentation during the November 2nd board meeting from Widseth.   

At 10:55 a.m. Jill Murray, Assessor, addressed the board with a proposal for a GIS Soil Module which would assist 

the Assessor’s Office in converting the productive land valuation from a Crop Equivalency Rating (CER) system to a 

Crop Productivity Index (CPI) system.  Assessor Murray noted that the crop equivalent ratings (CER)s were 

computed by the University of Minnesota’s Department of Soil, Water and Climate and have been superseded by 

Crop Productivity Index ratings from the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Ms. Murray proposed 

purchasing the web-based soils module along with additional options of Report/File Generation Process, Annual 

Maintenance and Automated Weighted CPI Value Layer Creation through Pro-West & Associates at a total cost of 

$13,459.20 and using Compliance Funds for the purchase.  Stacy Erickson, Recorder, was in attendance and noted 

that she does have some contracted services to be performed through ArcaSearch yet that are to use some of the 

Compliance Funds also.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the request of 

$13,459.20 from Compliance Funds for the GIS Soil Module through Pro-West.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Assessor Murray also informed the board that she and her staff have been participating in a 12-week online 

program through NACo providing best practices in leadership, organizational development and change 

management, negotiation and collaboration, effective business communication and how to deliver increased value 

from high performance county management.  Ms. Murray noted that this course does also provide continuing 

education credits for her employees.   

At 11:07 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with an update on the Social Services 

Department concerns.  James noted the Child Support Officer contract has been discussed and an agreement has 

been reached with Red Lake County.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve an extension for the Child 

Support Officer contract to extend through December 31, 2022.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.  Chairman Jacobson signed the contract along with Attorney Brue.  

Attorney Brue then addressed the Income Maintenance Supervisor position that had been advertised internally, 

thinking that someone internally would apply.  Attorney Brue noted that no one had applied internally and that 

Peggy Nord of Red Lake County had indicated a desire to continue in this capacity.  Commissioner Gunderson 

made a motion to approve a contract extension for Peggy Nord as Income Maintenance Supervisor until December 

31, 2021.   Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Jacobson and Attorney Brue 

signed the contract.   

At 11:15 a.m. Perry Skaurud representing SGF Land Holdings, addressed the board with regard to the Ditch 6 

petition hearing that had been held at the October 5th board meeting.  Mr. Skaurud provided the board with 

information from Ellingson Drainage as to the tiling purpose.  Matt Sirjord, local land owner, was also in 

attendance and noted that he and Perry had talked and that he was agreeable to the petition.  Commissioner 

Gunderson made a motion to approve the Ditch 6 petition as requested with Engineer Berndt’s recommendations 

of the petitioner paying an outlet fee of $2,687 along with the board establishing the benefits on the petitioned 

area to be $.50 per acre with this area being added to the current benefitting area, along with reimbursement to 

the county for actual costs associated with the petition approved.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

At 11:30 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with regard to the Enterprise Leasing program, also bringing 

Dominic Benjamin, of Enterprise Leasing, to the meeting virtually through a ZOOM connection.  Also present for 

this portion of the meeting were Nancy Rhen, Social Services Interim Director, Jill Murray, Assessor and Ben Fall, 

Chief Deputy.  Discussion brought about a question from Chairman Jacobson as to whether at the end of the 4-



year lease period the county owns the vehicle?  Mr. Benjamin noted that at the end of the 4-year lease the county 

would be given options, either sell the vehicle on behalf of the county and whatever equity the county has is given 

to the county or the county can pay any remaining residual if there is residual and the title fees and the vehicle 

would be county property.  After much discussion, no decision was made as to further leasing or purchase of 

vehicles.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills that were submitted 

electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   

Revenue - $39,142.14  Road & Bridge - $129,291.79  County Building - $1,433.43 

Public Health - $12,464.03  Solid Waste Facilities - $375.00  County Ditch - $90.00 

County Homes - $134.49  Airport Authority - $310.00  TOTAL - $183,240.88 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 12 noon. Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting.   

 

________________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


